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Speaker Biographies

STEPHEN J. ACQUARIO, ESQ., is Executive Director and General Counsel of the New York
State Association of Counties (NYSAC). In this capacity, Mr. Acquario presents a single
voice for the county governments of New York State. He is responsible for the overall
direction of the association and oversees the association’s agendas to ensure a cohesive
and coherent legal and legislative strategy on behalf of New York State’s 62 county
governments. Mr. Acquario graduated magna.cum.aude from Albany Law School. He holds
a B.A. inIndustrial and Labor Relations from the State University of New York at Potsdam. In
addition, he earned a graduate certificate in Industrial and Labor Relations from Cornell
University. He is admitted to practice law in New York.

VICTOR A. CIVITILLO, ESQ., is a Senior Assistant County Attorney in the Dutchess County
Attorney’s Office. He has been prosecuting Juvenile Delinquency (JD) and Persons in Need
of Supervision (PINS) cases since starting at the County Attorney’s Office in 1992 and
represents the county in appeals in such cases. He reviews all Dutchess DSS contracts
and handles certain other legal matters. Mr. Civitillo conducts training for police officers in
Dutchess County, including school resource officers. He has been teaching classes for the
State of New York Police Juvenile Officers’ Association for at least twenty-five years. He
conducts trainings for police officers on the “Raise the Age” law in various locations in New
York State. He has taught continuing legal education for the County Attorney’s Association
of the State of New York, the Dutchess County Bar Association, the Albany County Bar
Association, the New York State Office of Court Administration, and the New York State
Prosecutor’s Training Institute. He is the author of the original PINS chapterin the
LexisNexis Answer Guide of the New York Family Court Proceedings. He is a graduate of
Albany Law School and the State University of New York at Albany.

VINCENT W. CROWE, ESQ., has practiced law for over forty years at the firm of Bleakley
Platt & Schmidt, LLP, in White Plains, New York. He is a graduate of St. John's University
(1982) and St. John's University School of Law (1985). Mr. Crowe's practice has focused on
insurance defense and commercial litigation, and he represents religious institutions and
County governments in Child Victims Act cases in the Hudson Valley and New York City.

PATRICK R. CUMMINGS, ESQ., is Counsel for the New York State Association of Counties
(NYSAC). In this capacity, he works with the New York State legislature regarding pending
legislation in order to help county governments run more efficiently. Mr. Cummings also
provides support, when requested, to county attorneys regarding laws, policies, and cases
that impact counties. Prior to joining NYSAC in 2011, he was an Assistant County Attorney
for Schenectady County. He is admitted to practice law in New York.



LINDA D. FAKHOURY, ESQ., is a Senior Assistant County Attorney for the Dutchess County
and has been with them since 2005. Her primary responsibilities include prosecution of
juvenile delinquency and persons in need of supervision (PINS) cases, as well as handling
contracts, municipal issues, and a variety of other legal matters for the County. Ms.
Fakhoury has done numerous trainings across the state involving juvenile delinquency,
PINS and Rais the Age matters, for police agencies, police academies, schools and
CAASNY. Ms. Fakhoury continues to be a go to resource for information under the juvenile
justice system. She played a vital role in creating the Juvenile Fire-Setters intervention
Response and Education Program (JFIRE) for Dutchess County, an continues to serve on
the Steering Committee, the Full Committee, and is trained as an Intervention Specialist
through the National Fire Academy to address juvenile fire-setting behaviors in the County.
Ms. Fakhoury has also been an Adjunct Instructor at Marist College since 2011, teaching
Criminal Law as part of the Paralegal Certification program. She is an active member of her
community and is an active member of the Junior League of Poughkeepsie. She graduated
from Marist College in 2001. She graduated from Western New England University School
of Law with her J.D. in 2004. In 2017, Ms. Fakhoury was one of the recipients of the
Dutchess County Chamber of Commerce 40 under 40 Movers and Shakers Award for her
commitment to the Hudson Valley.

ADRIANA KOSOVYCH, ESQ., is a member of Epstein Becker & Green, P.C. Employers
across industries look to Ms. Kosovych to defend them in federal and state wage and hour
actions and to help them prevent workplace issues and reduce legal exposure. Although
Ms. Kosovych focuses her practice primarily on wage and hour litigation and counseling,
she also handles numerous other employment law matters, including defending against
lawsuits involving claims of discrimination, retaliation, hostile work environment and
harassment, and wrongful termination; investigating internal complaints regarding the
workplace; providing advice and counseling on performance management,
accommodation, and other employment issues; and reviewing employer policies.

Before joining Epstein Becker Green, Ms. Kosovych was an attorney in the Labor and
Employment practice group at a boutique law firm in New York City. She received her (J.D.,
2009) from Fordham University School of Law, where she was Editor-in-Chief, Fordham.
Journal.of.Corporate.and.Financial.Law. Ms. Kosovych is admitted to practice law in New
Jersey, New York, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, U.S. District Court, District
of New Jersey, U.S. District Court, Eastern District of New York, and the U.S. District Court,
Southern District of New York.

JASON KROLL, ESQ., is a 2005 graduate of Benjamin N. Cardozo Law School. He joined the
Law Department in September 2005 and was assigned to the Kings County Family Court
Office and joined the Major Case Unitin 2007. In 2008, Mr. Kroll transferred to the Law
Department’s Labor & Employment Division. In 2010, Mr. Kroll returned to the Family Court
Division, where he held a variety of roles until March of 2020, when he was promoted to
Borough Chief of the Bronx Office. Mr. Kroll frequently lectures on the juvenile delinquency



practice both internally and externally. He has trained other stakeholders on various topics.
This will be Jason’s third time presenting at CAASNY.

REBECCA P. MCGEE, ESQ., is an Assistant County Attorney for Orange County and has
been with them since December 2023. Her primary responsibilities include presentment of
juvenile delinquency and persons in need of supervision (PINS) cases, with a specific focus
on child sexual offense matters.

Prior to her position in the Orange County Attorney’s Office, Ms. McGee served as an
Assistant District Attorney in Bronx County and Rockland County as well as an Assistant
chief Counsel with the Department of Homeland security, Immigration and Customs
Enforcement specializing in criminal deportation hearings. While with the Bronx District
Attorney’s Office, her felony prosecution experience specialized in narcotics and gang
violence and transitioned into Child Sexual Abuse Material (CSAM) and sex offense related
matters exclusively in Rockland County. While with DHS-ICE, Ms. McGee specialized in
detention authority and federal litigation matters and served as a legal advisor to
Homeland Security Investigations. Ms. McGee graduated from Hartwick College in 2008,
with two B.A.s in Political Science and Theatre Arts and graduated from CUNY School of
Law with her J.D. in 2011.

JESSICA GIAMBARONE PALMESE, ESQ., is Senior Counsel at Epstein Becker & Green, P.C.
Formerly a trial attorney at the New York City Law Department for nearly 17 years, Ms.
Palmese leverages her experience to represent clients in employment cases arising under
Title VIl of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the New York State and City Human Rights Laws, the
Americans with Disabilities Act, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967, and
federal and state equal pay laws. She has served as lead counselin more than 20 federal
and state trials on employment and other matters that have gone to verdict and has also
appeared in numerous administrative proceedings and arbitrations.

Before joining Epstein Becker Green, Ms. Palmese served as Senior Counsel & Trial
Supervisor in the Labor & Employment Law Division (“Division”) of the New York City Law
Department. In that position, she served as lead trial counsel for the Division’s highest-
profile, most complex, and greatest liability matters; was responsible for supervising the
Law Department’s employment hearings and trials; and was involved regularly in
settlement negotiations. She received her B.A. from the State University of New York at
Albany and her J.D. from St. John’s University School of Law where she was an Executive
Board member, Moot Court Honor Society and Senior Staff Member, New.York.International.
Law.Review. She is admitted to practice in New York, The U.S. District Court, Eastern
District of New York and the U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York.

TIMOTHY J. PLUNKETT, ESQ., has more than 25 years of experience providing strategic
counsel to governments and businesses. Mr. Plunkett, who is admitted to practice in New
York and Connecticut, counsels on procurement and government contracting, political law
and compliance, data privacy and security, infrastructure and transportation development,



contract management, education, employment, public finance and Al governance, among
many other legal areas. As a certified Al Governance Professional (AIGP), Mr. Plunkett is
well-positioned to navigate the legal and ethical challenges posed by emerging
technologies. He represents clients subject to federal, state, and local regulations and is
passionate about creating value and impact for those clients and their communities. He
represents clients before state legislators, Congressional delegations, executive branch
members, various state and local agencies and in state and federal courts, leveraging his
extensive network and relationships with public sector officials, agency staff and regulators
to achieve his clients’ business goals.

In addition to founding his own law firm, Mr. Plunkett previously held positions as an
investment banking analyst in a Wall Street banking firm’s public finance department; a
business analyst at a technology startup; and as a senior policy analyst with the New York
State Assembly, where he helped establish a new office and acted as lead contact
regarding the financial, economic and social impacts of the 9/11 terrorist attacks upon the
New York State and City economy, recovery and rebuilding efforts. He received his J.D. from
Fordham University School of Law and his B.A. from Georgetown University. He is admitted
to practice in Connecticut, New York, the U.S. District Court, New York-Eastern District and
the U.S. District Court, New York-Southern District.



